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Thinking of starting a 23
Here are 30 tips to ‘ '

Short on space? Think vert

1 pergolas, trellises, hanging b.
stacked garden towers are gre
grow upwards instead of outwa

Use plants native to BC. They are ' w

adapted to local conditions and grc
well without additional water and
fertilizer. Plus, they'll help pollinators®
(like bees and butterflies) and wildlife
thrive!

Find ways to extend your garden
budget! Connect with organizations
that offer school garden grants. Talk
to your local garden centre abou
discounts. Contact a gardening clubfo
volunteer help.
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Purple vegeta pigment
called anthoc otects them
from rot. In a

a great choice i

Start slow and exp i astic mesh. ot

is fun but be realistic wit uddy paws, r ofter

to reduce frustration. Build on what " ; e

grows well and expand on what , ) There are mor tha& ,000 varieties
plant based on your successe ‘of tomatoes; try gro ng differe

arieties and compare them. A tomato
You can grow next year fi is not just a tomato, they come in all
year's seeds. The easi ' . _sorts of shapes, colours, and sizes.
save seeds from & ¢ Lot
squash, peas/h | il h the garden will dry it
and leafy g . \ ,
vegetab

sqa , turnip, tomatoes (E
Roma) and herbs.
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Keep in mind when planning your
schedule that the best time to water
a garden is early morning (before the
heat of the day).

When is the best time to clean up
your garden? Spring! Beneficial
insects like bees and ladybugs live

in the leaf mulch so waiting until the
temperatures rise to 10°C will support
their survival.

What should happen with vegetables
that your school produces in the
summer months? They can be used to
give thanks to volunteers that care for
them or they can be donated to a local
food bank!

Plan a harvest meal or a potluck with
what was produced. It's a great way for
students to experience the many ways
to prepare the same vegetable.

When should you add soil
amendments? When the garden is
established and anytime after that
when needed. Amendments like
manure should be added in the fall

to give it time to break down and
nutrients available to the plants for the

spring.

Consider the mature plant height when
selecting where to grow them, tall
plants will shade and inhibit the growth
of smaller plants that need sun to
reach their growth potential.

Tricks to grow great tomatoes! Bury
the steam, it creates healthy roots.
Use cages to keep plants and fruit off
the ground. Plant so that they are not
too crowded, airflow is essential. Don’t
get the leaves wet and remaove leaves
that touch the soil. Prune your plants
to develop strong steams'and more
fruit. Remove any tomatoes with signs
of blight right away, it spreads quickly,
and can damage your yields!

Take pictures of your harvest and post
them in the classroom; it's a great way
to celebrateg/our success!
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Do youshave a weed problem? The best
technique is to remove them when
they are small and haven't produced
seeds. You can also use vinegar and
dish soap or salt and dish soap but be
sure you spray the weed leaves and
not your vegetables, plants, and the
surrounding soil!

Not sure if the plants growing in your
garden are vegetables or weeds? There
is a series of apps that you can take a
picture of the plant and it will tell you
what is growing and, in some cases, how
to care for the plant.

Select vegetables that will mature

at times to fit the school calendar,
students then get to experience the
best part, the harvesting and tasting!

Does your soil have lots of nutrients
but the plant struggles to grow? A pH
test may help. pH influences the ability
of the plant to absorb nutrients and
can be easily tested with a soil probe
and pH altered.

Do you want to personalize your raised
garden containers? You can decorate
them to make them unique by painting
them or adding plant ID labels or a
garden sign... be creative!

Something is eating the plants! It could
be a rabbit; they can easily jump into

a raised garden bed, or it could be
other pests. Slugs and snails can be
controlled with rough surfaced items
like coffee grounds, diatomaceous
earth, or grounded eggshell. The rough
surface will scratch the pests’ bodies,
which eliminates them. Aphids can be
controlled with the use of a soap and
water mixture or an essential oil and
water mixture.

You can add other components to your
garden space by including bat houses,
bug hotels, bee condos, bird houses, or
develop a garden theme.
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